
2/8/11 2:20 PMBBC News | UK | World's oldest cat dies

Page 1 of 2file:///Users/Nikos/Desktop/OPP/BBC%20News%20%7C%20UK%20%7C%20World's%20oldest%20cat%20dies.webarchive

Mo Elkington slipped aloe
vera in Spike's food 
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World's oldest cat dies

Spike still enjoyed hunting at the age of 30

The world's oldest cat has died, two months
after celebrating its 31st birthday.

Spike, a ginger and white tom, died in his
owner's arms at Bridport, Dorset.

The Guinness Book of Records confirmed
Spike's claim to fame after owner Mo
Elkington took him to an astonished vet three
years ago.

The cat's life nearly ended early after a mere
19 years, when he was savaged by a dog.

Spike was first bought for two shillings and
sixpence in London's Brick Lane market in
1970.

Mrs Elkington and her husband David have
owned the cat since he was seven.

She first found out
Spike was a world
beater on a visit to a
vet after "a funny
turn".

When the vet was told
Spike's age, he
thought he must have
mis-heard.

Mrs Elkington
attributed Spike's long
life to the aloe vera
gel she had been
putting in the cat food for 10 years.

Search BBC News Online

GO

Advanced search options

BBC RADIO NEWS
BBC ONE TV NEWS
WORLD NEWS
SUMMARY
BBC NEWS 24
BULLETIN
PROGRAMMES GUIDE

See also:

16 Sep 99 | UK
Celebrity cat runs out of
lives
11 Dec 98 | UK
Christmas kitty

Internet links:

Internet Cat Club

The BBC is not responsible for
the content of external
internet sites

Top UK stories now:

Postcode lottery in GP
services
Leanne killer jailed for life
Tories attack Brixton
drugs scheme
Straw defends arms sales
change
IVF mix-up heads for
court
Police shoot man on the
M6
New challenge excites
Venables
Judge urges life sentence
shake-up

Links to more UK stories
are at the foot of the
page. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/low/english/uk/newsid_1433000/1433749.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/feedback/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/help/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/england/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/northern_ireland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/scotland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/wales/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk_politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/sci/tech/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/audiovideo/default.stm
http://newssearch.bbc.co.uk/ksenglish/query.htm
javascript:%20void%20request_launch();
http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/cta/progs/rn/bulletin.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/video/news169.ram
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/news/summary.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/cta/n24.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/audiovideo/programmes/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/newsid_449000/449384.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/newsid_233000/233158.stm
http://www.netcat.org/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/health/newsid_2116000/2116336.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/england/newsid_2116000/2116337.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/england/newsid_2116000/2116975.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk_politics/newsid_2110000/2110081.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/health/newsid_2115000/2115522.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/england/newsid_2115000/2115427.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport/hi/english/football/teams/l/leeds_united/newsid_2115000/2115813.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk_politics/newsid_2116000/2116082.stm


2/8/11 2:20 PMBBC News | UK | World's oldest cat dies

Page 2 of 2file:///Users/Nikos/Desktop/OPP/BBC%20News%20%7C%20UK%20%7C%20World's%20oldest%20cat%20dies.webarchive

She thought an irregular heartbeat might have
helped.

When Spike turned 30, Mrs Elkington put up
banners and photographs on her stall at
Bridport market.

Her pet still had a full set of teeth, went
hunting and "ate like a horse".

Fan mail arrived from around the world -
including letters addressed simply to Spike of
Bridport and The Famous Cat in Dorset.
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